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Where do I go to study Life? 

The robotic science laboratory called the Mars Perseverance Rover has landed on Mars to look for evidence of 
past life because it seems clear that life currently does not exist on Mars.  So I am not traveling to Mars anytime 
soon to study life.  At least 4 times since January 2004, National Geographic magazine has dedicated its cover and 
articles to the search for life in our solar system and beyond.  Despite this popular coverage I am skeptical that life 
exists anywhere else in the universe outside of earth even though I can't be dogmatic about this since I have not 
searched the entire universe.  Although many hundreds of planets have been found orbiting other stars outside of 
our solar system, not one of them is really earth-like.  None has all the factors necessary to support earth-like life 
so the search continues by those who have a faith-like hope that somewhere out there life exists and is trying to 
contact us.  But what should we look for, an SOS signal, a string of prime numbers?  No one knows but the search 
continues. 

While I see the lack of positive results coming from this expensive, decades-long quest as being due a lack of 
intelligent life beyond earth, authors Ward and Brownlee hypothesize that simple life is common in the universe 
because it is more "easily" formed than are its theorized,  multicellular offspring.  But because we assume that the 
laws of physics and biology are the same everywhere in the universe, believers in extraterrestrial life claim that the 
existence of intelligent life outside of our own,  is inevitable given the right conditions.  One of the many 
conditions is that life will be found in a "habitable zone" near a star like our sun.  The more we know about life just 
adds to the number of conditions that must be true for life to exist in a particular location.  The reality is that 
conditions on earth exactly match the needs of complex, intelligent life, just like us.  And this speaks of purpose 
and design, not blind chance.  

And this means we are NOT alone in the universe.  There is a Creator. 

Topics Discussed: 
*Immense size of the universe with billions of stars 
*The Drake equation to predict the possibility of life 
*The search for extra terrestrial intelligence (SETI) 
*Is life special? 
*The requirements for complex life 
*Purpose and design in the universe 
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