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       “In Plain Sight:  How a Christian Scientist Sees The World" 
 

1.  Introducing the Arrow 
 

2.  What is science? 
 

3.  What does being a Christian have to do with science? 
 

4.  How do I see the world? 
 

5.  Seeing the Arrow in science 
 

6.  Detective Work: Following the breadcrumbs 

 
 
This lecture series is available at www.GenesisAcademy.net and is intended to be an 
encouragement to and an enduring resource for English-speaking Christian believers 
around the world.  We also hope those who are not of the Christian faith and worldview 
will consider the questions we pose in this series and seriously consider what we see as 
satisfying and important answers that are found in a restored relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ, and in the plain, historical, grammatical understanding of the 
Christian Scriptures.  
 
The following pages present the summary and key points of each of Dr. Windheuser’s 
lectures in the "In Plain Sight" lecture series.  References to supporting materials and 
specific resources used in each lecture are also provided.  These sessions were recorded 
in early 2013 after the lecture was delivered live during a 2-hour Worldview Wednesday 
lecture sponsored by Veritas Christian School. 
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Part 1:  Introducing the Arrow (8 minutes)   
 

Have you seen both parts of the FedEx logo?  Both are in plain sight but you might have missed the 
arrow?   Was the arrow intentionally designed to be part of the logo?  It turns out that the answer is yes 
because we can ask the designers whether what we suspect, or infer, about the design is true.  Can you 
see the "Arrow" of design in the world around you?  As a Christian who is also a scientist, I see 
"arrows" all around me and which serve as intentional signposts to direct the thinking person to God  
as Creator, Sustainer and Savior. 
 
Christians who are professional scientists use the same data as non-Christians who are also scientists, 
but there may be some significant differences in how the data are evaluated and interpreted because the 
two groups have vastly different worldviews and foundational assumptions about the world. 
 
As a Christian I am able to conclude that the many instances of what appears to be remarkable fit and 
design in the physical and biological world are there by the intent of a God who had an original 
purpose in His design for the world, and who, rather than hiding the evidence of His reality, has placed 
it in plain sight for all to see. 
 
The Christian worldview is thus more rational than the materialistic, atheistic worldview based on faith 
in the magical appearance of matter and energy and its equally magical ability to self organize into 
living substances that automatically improve themselves by becoming more and more complex.  By 
contrast, the Christian view makes coherent sense of the world as it actually is and accounts for the 
dominance of the processes of corruption (mutation) and decay (entropy) in the world.  It also explains 
the reality and importance of the many real but unseen factors in the world such as relationship, love, 
beauty, altruism, and justice.  It is thus Christianity and not Atheism which provides a valid base for 
enduring morality and ethics. 
 
 
Resources for further consideration:  
 

1. In Search of Certainty:  Is there any such thing as TRUTH? If so, can we  
      KNOW  IT?  Josh McDowell and Thomas Williams.  Green Key Books, 2003.            
      Available from Josh McDowell Ministries, www.Josh.org. 
 

        2.   Science and Christianity:  Conflict or Coherence?  Henry F. Schaefer.  The  
              Apollos Trust, 2008. 
 

3.   How Should We Then Live?  The Rise and Decline of Western Thought and  
       Culture.  Francis A Schaeffer. Crossway Books, 1996. 
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Part 2:  What is Science? (18 min) 
 
 

There are several definitions of science but the most common definition focuses on defining science as 
a process used in the discovery of new knowledge.  The American Association for the Advancement of 
Science is careful to limit science to only those processes which are physical, tangible and measurable. 
 
There are many different disciplines of science.  One example discussed here is that of a scientific 
experiment performed in medical research for the benefit of people with cancer.  One of the key design 
elements of any scientific experiment is the inclusion of a control which provides the basis for 
comparison with an experimental group.  This enables the physician-scientist to determine if the 
treatment in question had any measurable effect, either good or bad, for the patients receiving it.  
Statistics also aid in determining the degree of confidence that the result is not due to chance. 
 
"Historical" science is rather less reliable than science based on experimentation because historical 
sciences focus on developing a narrative, a story, to broadly explain the changes which have occurred 
in the past.  To a significant degree, historical science lies outside of operational science because 
events in the past cannot be repeated.  Unfortunately much of the narrative about the origin of the 
universe and life on earth falls into the category of historical science and ends up in the recitation of 
magical stories about the past which are supported by little or no evidence.   
 
The achievements of science in medicine and technology have been astounding and far-reaching but 
there are some unfortunate attitudes behind the public face of science which attempt to equate 
Christian belief with irrationality and even danger to the public.  This not so subtle claim is influencing 
the process of education of scientists and teachers and may "evolve" into a litmus test one must pass in 
order to be credentialed in science or education.  
 
Resources for further consideration:    
   

1   The Evolution Dialogues.  Catherine Baker and James B. Miller Editor.  AAAS,    New York,   
     2006. 
 
2   Endless Universe. Heather Couper and Nigel Henbest.  Dorlin Kindserly Limited,  London,   
    1999. 
 
3.  The God Delusion.  Richard Dawkins.  Houghton Mifflin Company, New York, 2006. 
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Part 3:  What does being a Christian have to do with Science?  (21 min) 
 
There is a common saying in science that "the data are the data" and,  in general no one disputes this. 
But it is hard to envision how any scientist's philosophy changes the results which come from the mass 
spectrometer or whether or not a patient's cancer volume changes or the degree a protein binds or does 
not bind to DNA.  So it is possible to make the case that whether or not a scientist is a Christian,  
Buddhist, or Atheist or holds any other beliefs, makes no difference to the results of scientific 
experiments.  What is impacted by a person's philosophy is the interpretation of the data and how 
results fit into the larger story being told in science about origins and evolution. 
 
The widely documented instances of professional and personal persecution, loss of grants, loss of 
employment etc. have almost exclusively been targeted toward Christian believers because of their 
criticisms of materialism/atheism and evolution.  There is also a growing sense that there will be a 
litmus test employed to prevent Christians from qualifying as professional scientists and educators. 
 
That being said, the opposing argument may also be made that the values and ethics which a Christian 
derives from the reality of God and a relationship with God are very important to integrity in science 
and grace in disagreeing with one's colleagues.  And that one's philosophy of life is really very 
important because it impacts how we all behave.   
 
The Atheistic/Materialistic worldview, which underpins the accepted belief system on origins and 
evolution today, is vastly different in its tenants and it outworking in society than the Christian 
worldview.  There are also hundreds of millions of deaths attributable to those whose philosophy is 
driven by atheism.   The Christian worldview provides a more consistent explanation for why the 
physical world is as it is than does the materialistic explanation, and it also accounts for the many 
examples of non-physical but real phenomena - such as love, beauty, purpose, altruism, compassion 
etc.  If you as a person do not derive your personal values from your Christian worldview, the world 
and your employer will eventually require you to adopt their version of "values". 
 
 
Resources for further consideration: 
 

1. Free To Think.   Caroline Crocker.  Leafcutter Press 2010. 
 

2. Reasonable Faith.  William Lane Craig.  Crossway Books, 1994. 
 

3. God’s Undertaker – Has Science Buried God?  John C. Lennox.  Lion. 2007 
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Part 4:  How Do I See The World?  (11 min) 
            
The short answer is that I see the world as BROKEN.  There is geological evidence that the continents 
and perhaps the globe itself were ripped apart in the past.  At one time there may have been only one 
large continent that became fragmented by the massive geologic and hydrologic forces release during 
the world-wide flood event recorded in Genesis.  Perhaps this can be seen as an analogy for the 
spiritual and physical fragmentation that are the result of humanity’s sin against and separation from 
God so that what we today call “nature” could be seen as not really natural at all, but rather as broken.  
Like people in a post-World War II German city, we live in a world that functions to some degree but 
which is vastly different from what it was designed to be. 
 
The practical results of this broken condition are many.  We can neither see nor hear the God who 
loves us and who is really there.  All throughout life there is suffering, pain, violence, evil, disease, and 
death.  If it is true that physical death is an intruder into human life and God never intended humans to 
suffer death as a transition from the physical to the spiritual realm, then the pain and sorrow of death 
and separation from a loved one are but another consequence and result of our intentional sin.  God is 
not to blame for these aspects of life.  We are.   
 
Because of our rebellion, we must literally scratch the ground to produce food in order to survive and 
instead of living freely in the sunlight as God intended, we live in boxes lit with artificial light and fear 
the sun because of potential skin cancers.  The world endures constant violence and death of humans at 
the hands of other humans and it is hard to understand how anyone could say that people are basically 
good. 
 
 
   Resources for further consideration:  
 

1. The Twilight of Atheism:  The rise and fall of disbelief in the modern world.  Alister 
McGrath.  Galilee Doubleday, New York, 2006. 
 

2. In Search of Certainty:  Is there any such thing as TRUTH? If so, can we  
      KNOW  IT?  Josh McDowell and Thomas Williams.  Green Key Books 2003.            
      Available from Josh McDowell Ministries, www.Josh.org. 
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Part 5:   Seeing the Arrow in science (17 min) 
 
Have you seen both parts of the FedEx logo?  Both are in plain sight but you might have missed the 
arrow?   Was the arrow intentionally designed to be part of the logo?  It turns out that the answer is yes 
because we can ask the designers whether what we suspect, or infer, about the design is true.  Can you 
see the "Arrow" of design in the world around you?  As a Christian who is also a scientist, I see 
"arrows" all around me and which serve as intentional signposts to direct the thinking person to God  
as Creator, Sustainer and Savior. 
 
I often see the “arrow” when I read scientific journals or popular science magazines.  In this section I 
give four examples how this happens and my corresponding thinking when I find unusual items. 
 

 25% of all mammals face extinction:  Why is extinction seen as a “bad” event when extinction 
is seen by fundamental Darwinists as a natural result of natural selection?  The selection of the 
more “fit” species means the de-selection and eventual extinction of other species.  Isn’t this all 
just part of what is seen as standard evolution? 

 Paleontologists are generally able to identify bones of extinct animals readily but if evolution 
by gradualism is actually true then most, if not all, fossil bones should be from animals in 
transition from one type of animal to another and it would make quick identification of animal 
groupings difficult. 

 Cryptic criticism of those who are not persuaded to the evolutionary faith in a local paper is 
actually criticism of government regulation and government-run schools attempting to 
emphasize reading and math rather than science.  The “decline” in science education is not due 
to the dastardly creationists after all. 

 According to an article in Science which evaluated the attitudes and teaching practices of 900 
public high school biology teachers, 13% actually taught creation and only 28% taught 
evolution “effectively”.  The result was a call to continue to participate in federal lawsuits to 
suppress the teaching of creation and a second prong attack to prevent teachers from becoming 
credentialed if they do not confess their faith in evolution. 

 
Resources for Further consideration: 
 

1. Reason in the Balance:  The Case Against Naturalism in Science, Law and  
            Education.  Phillip E. Johnson.  InterVarsity Press.  1995. 
 

3. Objections Sustained:  Subversive Essays on Evolution, Law & Culture.   
Phillip E. Johnson.  InterVarsityPress, 1998.  
 

4. Defeating Creationism in the Courtroom, But Not The Classroom.  Bearlman MB and E 
Plutzer.  Science 28 January 2011. 
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 Part 6: Detective Work – Following the Breadcrumbs (25 min) 
 

Can examining the “what” lead us to the “whom”?   Looking at the specifics of what we find in the 
world can often lead to a consideration of how one feature or another could have evolved by blind 
chance and natural selection or how it might be more rationally seen as the result of the kind and 
deliberate action of a loving Creator. 
 
In this section I describe six specific examples of following the scientific breadcrumbs. 
 

 Bearing Strangers – How would a blind marine mollusk living under a shell know that coating 
its’ shell with other shells would be excellent camouflage against its predators? 

 The Wonderful Net – The counter-current heat exchanger is a biological engineering solution 
to the problem of conserving heat that is found in some birds but not others.  The selective use 
of this engineering device to fit the needs of certain types of birds can be seen as an example of 
intelligence at work. 

 The Fingerprint of God:  Physiology doesn’t lie.  The fact that when human egg and sperm cell 
fuse, the resulting zygote is genetically and immunologically distinct from the mother shows 
that life begins at conception. 

 No Place like Home:  Physiology doesn’t lie.  Proper bone formation and calcium metabolism 
in the human body requires a 1G gravitational field.  All of the physiologic survival needs for 
humans are met by the earth which is uniquely suited for exactly the type of life that we are. 

 Living in the Light:  Physiology doesn’t lie.  If humans were designed to live naked in a garden 
exposed to sunlight, there should be designed protective mechanisms in the skin.  Skin structure 
and tanning response protects the skin from UVB damage and provides energy for needed 
Vitamin D synthesis. 

 Eat Me/Don’t Eat Me:  The immune system is designed to discriminate self from non-self and 
to identify which cells should be “eaten” versus not. 

 
 

Resources for further consideration:  (www.Uplook.org) 
 

1.  Windheuser M.  Bearing Strangers. Uplook Magazine May-June 2008 
2.  Windheuser M.  The Wonderful Net. Uplook Magazine Nov 2006 
3.  Windheuser M.  The Fingerprint of God. Uplook Magazine Jan-Feb 2006 
4.  Windheuser M.  There’s No Place Like Home. Uplook Magazine  March 2006 
5.  Windheuser M.  Living In The Light (Parts 1 and 2). . Uplook Magazine July-Aug and Sept 2012 
6.  Windheuser M.  Do This, Not That.  Uplook Magazine  April 2013 
 
 
 


