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4.  Is Genesis Consistent With Reality?  Revelation in Two Books 
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The “Strengthening Your Faith” series is available at www.GenesisAcademy.net and is 
intended to be an encouragement to and an enduring resource for English-speaking 
Christian believers around the world.  We also hope those who are not of the Christian 
faith and worldview will consider the questions we pose in this series and seriously 
consider what we see as satisfying and important answers that are found in a restored 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and in the plain, historical, grammatical 
understanding of the Christian Scriptures.  
 
The following pages present the titles, summary and key points of each of Dr. 
Windheuser’s lectures in the "Strengthening Your Faith" lecture series.  References to 
supporting materials and specific resources used in each lecture are also provided.  The 
sessions were recorded in October and November, 2010. 
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1. Introduction (8 minutes)   
 
There is only one correct answer for how the universe, our world and life came to be.  Many believe that 
God chose to create the physical universe with all its laws and principles, so it would support a wide range 
of life forms and ultimately human beings.  This most basic of confessions is shared by people of many 
faiths and surely reflects our ability to see God’s power, intelligence and creativity in the world around us.  
The Christian Scriptures (The Bible) in particular, assert that God created many forms of life on one 
particular planet and that human beings are unique among these living things because they bear God’s own 
image.  Our inability today to see God face to face or to hear His responses to our prayers, our need to 
scratch the ground to grow food, the evil in our own hearts and the suffering in our lives,  are all 
consequences of our own making because the first people chose a life of rebellion against God.  But there 
is a remedy for this condition because God so loved those whom He created to bear His image, He took on 
the form of a person in the Lord Jesus Christ to physically die on the cross. This created the basis upon 
which He could forgive all those who would believe and receive His offer of forgiveness.  The historical 
fact of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus illustrates the depth of God’s love for you and me.   
 
The question is, can we trust the Bible’s explanation of life’s origin and somehow come to understand  just 
why life today is so different from that portrayed in the first chapters of Genesis?    Instead of the Bible, 
many people base their explanation for what exists on a philosophy called “naturalism” and it is important 
to understand what this view is and how those who hold this worldview answer the important questions of 
life differently than Christians do.  For the Christian, any true explanation of origins must be grounded in 
the reality of a personal God, who shows He is real through what can be seen and known in the world 
around us.  It is from this perspective that we will consider how to integrate some of the facts of how the 
world works, with the record of God’s Power and Love provided in the Bible. 
 
Topics Discussed: 
 

*Can we trust the Bible's explanation of a beginning and a Beginner? 
*How is this explanation different from philosophic naturalism? 
*Any true explanation of origins has to deal with Reality (what is), with  
  God’s Revelation of Himself (God is) and with God’s desire to have   
  a Relationship with each of us (God and us). 

 
Resources for further consideration: 
 

1. In Search of Certainty:  Is there any such thing as TRUTH? If so, can we KNOW IT?  Josh 
McDowell and Thomas Williams.  Green Key Books 2003.  Available from Josh McDowell 
Ministries, www.Josh.org. 

2. The Big Three: Major Events that Changed History Forever.  Henry Morris III.  Master 
Books 2009. 

3. Key Bible Concepts.  David Gooding and John Lennox.  Gospel Folio Press, 1997. 



“Strengthening Your Faith Lecture Series                            Michael G. Windheuser Ph.D. ©2021 
Available on www.GenesisAcademy.net 

2.  Why Should These Things Be? (35 min) 
 
“Why?” is a simple but profound question.  Scientists and engineers focus on how the world works 
rather than wondering why anything exists at all.  It can be quite a shock to realize that people as 
individuals and humans as a collective group did not create, nor do we maintain any fundamental 
mathematical, physical, chemical or biological law or principle of the universe.  So why do these laws 
exist?  And why does the energy and matter that they regulate also exist?   
 
Unlike the reductionist thinking of the philosophic naturalist, that things exist only because of 
undirected interactions of matter and energy, the Christian “constructionist” or purposeful view, is 
based on God’s revealing that there is purpose and design in life through His own choice and intent.  
And further, that He has communicated His purposes to people in a way that they can understand – the 
written books of the Christian Scriptures (The Bible). 
 
If one compares the Bible to other “sacred” writings it is clear that the Bible has three key 
characteristics expected of a book or group of books, written by the true God.  The Bible is Unique, 
Authentic and Accurate.  But the question remains:  Are the first eleven chapters of Genesis real 
history or just an allegorical story dreamed up to satisfy the need, of a persecuted and enslaved Hebrew 
people, to understand why they are hated by almost all other people groups?  Opinions differ on what 
exactly Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 mean.   But for the Christian, it is understanding Jesus’ view of these 
first chapters that provides God’s true intent as to how we are to understand Genesis. 
 
Ultimately the flow and verdict of history is that there is long and ongoing war against God which first 
took the form of an angelic rebellion and was subsequently followed by a human rebellion.  History is 
the unfortunate record of the disastrous consequences of this war.  Not only was paradise lost for 
people as a result, but the whole of creation now suffers under an absolute bondage of death and decay 
that has only one direction and, except for the grace of God, only one outcome. 
 
Topics Discussed: 
            *Reality: We live in a body we neither designed nor built;  
 *We live in a universe and world that are designed for exactly the type 

   of life that we are. 
            *Life is built using dead chemicals 
            *Relationship: Life depends on and obeys universal laws which it did not create. 
            *Revelation: Does life exist because it must or because God chose for it to exist? 
            *Reductionism versus the Constructionist Principle 
            *Veracity of the Bible 
            *Jesus' view of Genesis 
            *The flow and verdict of history in the “Long War against God”. 

 

Resources for further consideration:      
1   Evidence that Demands a Verdict. Josh McDowell.  Here’s Life  
     Publishers Inc.  1999. 
2   Coming to Grips with Genesis. Terry Mortenson & Thane Ury  
     (editors).  Master Books.  2008. 
3. The Long War against God.  Henry M. Morris.  Baker Book  
     House.  1990.
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3.  Is Genesis Consistent With Reality?  Genesis 1:1 (35 min) 
 
From the very first sentence, the first book of Moses, also called the book of Genesis in our English 
Bible, reads like history, not myth or allegory or a loose literary framework allowing the reader to 
supply his or her own meaning to its contents.  The statements about God’s creative activity in  
chapter 1 are assertive and declarative. They contain details of sequence and timing of events that one 
might find unnecessary in forms of literature other than history.  Such details could place the validity 
of the whole of Scripture at risk if they were later found to be demonstrably inconsistent with reality.  
It seems quite risky, if not presumptuous, to write a history of the world from the very beginning when 
the writer could not possibly have been present at those events.  Unless, that is, the writer was not 
actually Moses, but the one true God, writing through Moses by the inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit.  
The later case is the Christian view and thus the text takes on a character wholly different from the 
secular view and so needs to be understood in a different way. 

 
It is certainly reasonable to ask the question whether Genesis as a whole and the first ten words –  
“In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth” in specific, are consistent with what many 
scientists, philosophers and theologians feel are accurate descriptions of reality. The text asserts that 
there was a point of beginning and a Being, a person - not an impersonal force, who caused what 
exists, to come to be.  Specifically what was caused “to be” were the Heavens and the Earth along with 
all that undergirds and provides for their stable existence – matter, energy, space/time, and the physical 
and mathematical laws of relationship and conservation that function at both minute and indescribably 
large size scales. 
 
It is important for you to grasp that this discussion focuses on quantities and qualities that are known 
and measurable and, in many cases, quite obvious and familiar to us rather than on speculation about 
what is not known and possibly unknowable.  It also uses sound principles of logic which themselves 
are part of the very fabric of what was caused to be by a rational, logical, intelligent, mind behind the 
design. 

 
Topics Discussed: 
           *Evidence of a beginning - 1st and 2nd Laws; background radiation; red shift etc. 
           *The Universe had a beginning and a Beginner.  God is the mind behind the design. 
           *God's purpose and the Anthropic principle 
           *Fine tuning of the universe 
           *Is the Earth special (privileged)? 
           *Antony Flew's story 
 
Resources for further consideration: 

1. God, Are You There?  William Lane Craig. Ravi Zacharias International Ministries, Critical 
Questions Booklet Series, 1999. www.RZIM.org. 

2. Reasonable Faith.  William Lane Craig.  Crossway Books, 1994. 
3. God’s Undertaker – Has Science Buried God?  John C. Lennox.  Lion. 2007 
4. The Privileged Planet.  Guillermo Gonzales and Jay Richards.  Regnery, 2004. 
5. There is a God – How the world’s most notorious atheist changed his mind.  Antony Flew.  

Harper One, 2007. 
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4.   Is Genesis Consistent With Reality?  Revelation in Two Books  (35 min) 
            
If, as we have seen, the first verse of the Bible is broadly consistent with observable reality, where is 
the conflict so often referred to between science and the Bible?   It begins for some in the verses 
following verse 1 where the sequence of creation events and their duration appear to conflict with the 
commonly believed story of cosmological evolution taught by many scientists and educators.  A word 
of caution is needed here because there have been many times in the past and will be times in the 
future, where the majority opinion is wrong.   
 
What you and I believe is profoundly influenced by the presuppositions or assumptions about the 
world which we have adopted intentionally or by default.  Rationality demands presuppositions as the 
starting point for understanding anything. Yet we rarely think about what these underlying assumptions 
are even though they affect all aspects of our lives and bring us into conflict with those who adopt 
different assumptions and therefore different beliefs based on those assumptions. 
 
The basic assumption here is that there will be concordance, or consistency between reality as we can 
experience and know it, and the Truth communicated to people in the Bible.  Noted philosopher and 
historian Francis Schaeffer comments that in the Bible we have ultimate Truth from a God who is 
there, but not necessarily exhaustive Truth about everything. It is common, however, to think about the 
information revealed and preserved for us by God in the Bible as the book of “God’s Word” and the 
information about the world that has been developed over time through the scientific method, as the 
book of “God’s Works”.  So as we drill down from levels of broad general agreement,  it should not be 
surprising to find levels where commonly held beliefs about the origin of the universe diverge from the 
plain, historical, grammatical understanding of the first chapters of Genesis.  
 
Topics Discussed: 
            *Levels of Concordance with Reality 
            *Areas of Conflict in sequence and geologic time 
            *The American Scientific Affiliation view 
            *How to balance the books? 
            *Special Creation Model, Day-Age Model, Gap Model 
            *Evolutionary Creation Model, Framework Model, Revelatory Model 
            *The “one interpretation” criticism 
  
   Resources for further consideration:  

1. In Search of Certainty:  Is there any such thing as TRUTH? If so, can we  
      KNOW  IT?  Josh McDowell and Thomas Williams.  Green Key Books 2003.            
      Available from Josh McDowell Ministries, www.Josh.org. 

       2.   Science and Christianity:  Conflict or Coherence?  Henry F. Schaefer.  The  
              Apollos Trust,  2008. 

3.   How Should We Then Live?  The Rise and Decline of Western Thought and  
       Culture.  Francis A Schaeffer. Crossway Books, 1996. 
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5.  Can Life Make Itself From Nothing? (35 min) 
 
If one adopts the underlying assumption or worldview of philosophic naturalism, then certain beliefs 
grow logically from this foundation.  One of those beliefs is that given the right conditions, matter and 
energy, as they exist within the context of the physical laws of the universe, are able to self-organize to 
become a “living” entity.  For those who adopt this view, life is an inevitable consequence of the 
inherent properties of matter, energy and universal law and has no need of any external guidance or 
intelligent input to come to be.  Moreover, the type of life that, in essence, made itself, is also a 
constantly changing and automatically improving kind of life.  It is life that is able to become 
increasingly complex and adept at solving the problems of survival in a world of constant physical 
change.  
 

Scientists do not all share this belief system or its underlying philosophical foundation.  For the 
scientist who is also Christian, the reality of God and the spiritual realm along with the actual content 
of His revelation in Genesis, that God designed the properties of matter and energy, the relationships of 
the physical laws, and then actually caused them to exist, must be the basis for any true understanding 
of the world.  Christians recognize that there are, indeed, two books of knowledge that are both written 
by the same author.  The book of God’s works in the universe and the book of God’s Word, the Bible.  
We should read both. 
 

It is instructive to look at the history of attempts by scientists who are adherents of philosophic 
naturalism, to identify the specific conditions under which matter and energy would have had to 
behave at least once in the past in order for life to have made itself.  Thus far, their efforts have yielded 
only speculations masquerading as settled science and true knowledge.  The same matter, energy and 
physical laws which are present in the universe today, as they would have been in the beginning of 
time and space,  cannot be intentionally coerced into “spontaneously” forming life. 
 

Perhaps the most difficult of problems for the philosophic naturalist is to demonstrate, through 
empirical methods. how the staggering amounts of coherent information and instructions which drive 
almost all of the functions of cells, tissues, organs and organ systems, can be generated spontaneously 
without intelligent input.  Like the current push to “create” a living organism in the lab, the problem of 
information generation is self-defeating because a huge amount of intelligent input and design is going 
into attempts to prove that life and information can come about without such external intelligent input. 
 

 Topics Discussed: 
            *Case studies 
            *Spontaneous Creation (Naturalism) vs. Special Creation 
            *Spontaneous Generation and the development of science 
            *Spontaneous Creation today beginning with A I Oparin 
            *George Wald; Miller/Urey; Watson/Crick; Chicken or Egg 
            *It's an RNA world - or is it? 
            *Extremophiles and hydrothermal vents 
            *Cold RNA?   A Zinc world? 
            *Origins of Information 
 

Resources for Further consideration: 
 1.  Reason in the Balance:  The Case Against Naturalism in Science, Law and  
                Education.  Phillip E. Johnson.  InterVarsity Press.  1995 
 2. The Mystery of Life’s Origin:  Reassessing Current Theories.  CB Thaxton,  
                 WL Bradley and RL Olsen.  Philosophical Library, 1984. 
            3.  In the Beginning Was Information.  Werner Gitt.  CLV, 1997. 
            4.  Signature in the Cell:  DNA and the evidence for intelligent design.   
                  Stephen C. Meyer.  Harper One.  2009. 
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 6.  Evolution - Time, Sequence and Process (40 min) 
 
The conscientious philosophic naturalist sees the world and, indeed, the whole of reality, through 
evolution-shaped glasses.  Everything is evolution and there is nothing which is not the result of evolution.  
There is also nothing which cannot be explained by evolution.  The truth of evolution is beyond question.  
The big picture book of the story of cosmological, geological, pre-biotic, and biological evolution has gone 
to print even though there are still some "small mechanistic controversies".  Multiple lines of independent 
inquiry confirm biologic common descent with modification.  This means that humans are animals like 
any other animal, albeit the most dangerous and destructive of all animal species.  And because evolution 
created humans, it means there is no god (humans created the idea of god).  It means there is no real 
spiritual dimension, no revelation, no heaven, no afterlife, no free will and no hope beyond the now.  
There is only the struggle for existence, differential reproduction, and inevitable physical decay followed 
by the end of existence and recycling of the physical components of the body, minus a bit of energy 
siphoned off to increased entropy.  And so it will continue until the unquenchable thirst of entropy drains 
all of the energy from all of the suns in all of the galaxies long after all carbon-based life has vanished.  So 
for the philosophic naturalist, the future is lifeless, cold – 4 degrees above absolute zero -, dark, and silent 
– forever.  Have a nice day . 
 

By contrast the Christian worldview provides true knowledge about the past, the present and the future 
because the knowledge comes from the one true God who cannot lie.  It was this personal God who 
created in the beginning,  and who has made this obvious to us through what He has made, and by a 
personal visit to earth in the person of Jesus Christ, and through the inspired text of the Bible.  So the 
Christian worldview holds out real hope for understanding our individual purpose while we live. It results 
in the restoration of the broken relationship with the God, through the forgiveness of our own personal 
rebellion against God, and provides real hope for a future life in a new heavens and a new earth. This life 
in "paradise regained" will be experienced by Christians as the way God originally intended our existence 
to be. None of these things depends on whether one believes evolution to be true or not.  It only depends 
on your individual response to Jesus Christ.  But to qualify for these benefits and have your sins forgiven 
by Christ’s death on the cross, you must be a sinner.  Good people don’t go to Heaven.  If you are human 
and recognize that sin separates you from a Holy God, you meet the qualifications.  Why not reach out 
with the faith of your heart and take the gift of forgiveness for yourself from God’s own hand right now? 

 

Topics Discussed: 
            *The Christian Worldview vs. the National Academy of Science 
            *What is Evolution?  Macro and Micro 
            *Does Micro add up to Macro? 
            *4 Darwinian concepts - Variation, Inheritance, Struggle, Selection 
            *What Natural Selection does and does not do 
            *Gaps in the Fossil record - data and interpretation 
            *Mutations, Genetic load and Fitness  
            *Is evolution needed?  Is it observable? 

 

Resources for further consideration: 
1.  The Bible: The Gospel of John.   
2.  Darwin on Trial.  Phillip E. Johnson.  InterVarsity, 1993. 
3.  Reclaiming Science From Darwinism: A clear understanding of Creation,  
     Evolution, and Intelligent Design.  Kenneth Poppe. Harvest House, 2006. 
4.  Evolution: A Theory in Crisis.  Michael Denton, Adler&Adler, 1985. 
5.  Darwin’s Black Box: The Biochemical Challenge to Evolution.  Michael J. Behe.     
     Touchstone, 1998. 


