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What does life tell us about its origins? 

As yet no one has been able to artificially create a living cell. This means that the study of living things 
begins with a finished product, a living, functioning entity.  From this point science tries  to reverse 
engineer life to determine not only its structure and function but also some of the reasons behind the 
design.  This is why the biologists often use engineering terms to describe living things.  Many aspects of 
the living, and non-living world appear to us to be carefully and artfully designed and balanced.  This is 
because they are designed and tuned by the powerful and skillful Creator. The human mind is drawn to 
this conclusion because we are made in the Creator's image. 
 
To make the case another way, consider three aspects of life.  Life is made of dead chemicals, life is 
carefully regulated and life is organized into complex systems for many purposes and seemingly on 
purpose.  The fact that atoms of elements and molecules have no life in themselves is obvious.  The point 
here is that biological molecules can carry information and bear the imprint of having been designed with 
a particular outcome in mind.  The information these molecules carry does not come from the molecules 
themselves. So the molecules of ink on this paper did not give rise to the words and concepts expressed.  
In other words, the ink did not write the book.  The chemistry of life is also highly regulated with 
feedback loops keeping the value of many chemical levels within tight limits.  Partial feedback loops have 
no physiologic value and result in "disease".  The specific levels of many chemicals in living systems 
seems to have a define "set point"  But this fact begs the question about who was it that determined the set 
point?  Multiple organs that cooperate and communicate via hormones and nerves serve a specific 
biological purpose.  The endocrine system monitors and adjusts blood sugar and is responsible for 
maintaining a pregnancy though to birth.  Gestation and birth are not random events but are carefully 
planned processes that speak of the love, care and concern of a Heavenly Father.  Ultimately life tells us 
that it did not make itself but is an intentional creation by God who is the "mind" behind the design. 
 
Topics Discussed: 
*How do we study life? 
*Life  is made of dead chemicals 
*Life is carefully regulated 
*Life is organized into systems 
*Life is built on information 
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